


September 29, 1955 


Connecticut State Library 
Hartford, Connecticut 


Gentlemens 


I may have discevered the meaning of a word in early Connecticut 
history which apparently has not been explained and I would ap- 
preciate your help. / . 


On May 25, 1721 an act was sent from the lower House to the 
Board that a coin called the "black dogg" circulate at twopence 
each, Apparently no one has ever known what coin was referred 

to as a black dogg. = have almost reached the conclusion that 
the black dogg is the American Colonial pewter 1/2hth real on 
which subject I have done considerable research and am enclosing 
a reprint of an artiele reeently published on that subject, The 
coin in question, being pewter, quickly turned black by lead 
carbonization and since it had several lions which looked like 
dogs in the shield it is entirely possible that this is the coin 
referred to. It would have been circulating for almost twopence 
at that time. 


Would you be kind enough to advise me whether a copy of the 
proposed act submitted to the Board is in your records or whether 
in the records of the lower House, or the Board, there is any 
detail? 


I will be most appreciative of your cooperation to solve this 
ourious problem, 2 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P, NEWMAN 


EPN/atb 





September 29, 1955 


Connecticut State Library 
Hartford, Connecticut 


Gentlemens 


I may have discovered the meaning of a word in early Connecticut 
history which apparently has not been explained and I would ap- 
preciate your help. 


On May 25, 1721 an act was sent from the lower House to the 
Board that a coin called the "black dogg" circulate at twopence 
each, Apparently no one has ever known what coin was referred 

to as a black dogg. I have almost reached the conelision that 
the black dogg is the American Colonial pewter 1/2hth real on 
which subject I have done considerable research and am enclosing 
a reprint of an article recently published on that subject. The 
coin in question, being pewter, quickly turned black by lead 
carbcnigation and since it had several lions which looked like 
dogs in the shield it is entirely possible that this is the coin 
referred to, It would have been circulating for almost twopence 
at that time. 


Would you be kind enough to advise me whether a copy of the 
proposed act submitted to the Board is in your reeords or whether 
in the records of the lower House, or the Board, there is any 
detail? ; 


I will be most appreciative of your cooperation te solve this 
curious problem, 


Sincerely YOurs, 


ERIC P, NiwWHAN 


EPN/atb 
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CONNECTICUT STATE LIBRARY 


HARTFORD 1, CONNECTICUT, U. S. A. 


Mr. Eric P. Newman, Secretary 
Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
Four Hundred Washington Avenue 
St. Louis, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


In reply to your letter of September 29, we 
ean find nothing in our archives about the coin 
called the "black dogg." Your reference to an act 
of the lower house of May 25, 1721, apparently does 
not refer to the Connecticut lower house. There 
was a May, 1721, Connecticut session, but we do 
not find any act on this subject. 


I assume that the act must have been an act 
in the English Parliament. 


Yours truly, 


Jamu Rail, 


James Brewster 
State Librarian 


JB:MSB 


Osteber 10, 1955 


Mr. Janes Brewster, State Librarian 
Connesticut State Livpary 
Hartford 1, Ceaneeticnt 


Dear Nr, Breweter : 


Apparently I was not quite aegurate exough in requesting the 
information in your archives sbout the seis ealled the "biack 


degg* . | 


The act reguist the goin wag passed in the lewer Heuse sene 
tine before oa 25, 1782 and was gubaitted te the upper Hease 
om May 25, 1722 where an entry wae nade, ag Sollews: 


*An ast sent from the lewer House that the soin called 


*elaek deggs" pass at B4 pee. was dissented to at 
this Board,* 


These natters are set ferth in Crosby's “Early Coins of America® 
page 203 and I weuld be most interested if you would leok at 

the journal ef the upper House to gee whether this entry is 
gorreet and, if se re ehould be @ previous entry in the 
lower Neuse approving the ast. Weuld you be kind enough te 
reeheck this matter aad iet me know whet you find. 


io dare type of aes would not be pessed by the English Pariia- 
BORGe . 


Yeur cooperation is sincerely sppreeiated, 


Sincerely yours, 


f { ~ / 
f ona’ “a 
Et sot i } : 2 AnLYVV > awe 


EPH/ath 





STATE OF CONNECTICUT 
CiO NINE TH CoOlroc set Ae Bae es a ee 


CapitoL AVENUE * Hartrorp 15, CoNNECTICUT 





July 26, 1960 


Mr. Eric P. Newman 

Edison Brothers Stores, Inc. 
400 Washington Avenue 

St. Louis 2, Missouri 


Dear Mr. Newman: 


This is in reply to your letter of July 20, 1960, about the 
Upper House Journal entry relative to the circulation of 
"black dogg" coin. 


I find the entry as you give it in the Upper House Journal. 

The Lower House Journals for 1721 and for several other early 
years have never been located, nor do I find any "black dogg" 
reference in the "Public Records of the Colony of Connecticut". 


You might be interested in a later document in our "Connec- 
ticut Archives" which mentions "black dogg" coin. A petition 
of Peter Hubbell of Newtown, dated May 1748, asks the General 
Assembly for permission to raise ferry fare to "3 black doogs 
or eighteen pence old Tener for a single horse and accordingly 
for the Dubbell". 


Photocopies of these papers can be supplied. Our minumum 
charge is one dollar which will cover the cost of both. 
Check should be made payable to Connecticut State Library. 
Yours very truly, 
= 2 
je etek 
h. reg 2. OCR 


Doris E. Cook 
Archivist 


DEC : FJC 


September 19, 1960 





eis Mr. Fred Pridmore 
ee Priory Bridge Road 

_ Taunton, hada 

‘England © ) 





Dear Mr, Pridmore: 


eo was the primary beneficiary of the bonnes te you sent to 

Mr. Albert Bald win concerning the Black Dogs and I wish to 
thank you. I am desirous of writing up this matter in our 
Numismatist because this expression was also used in the 
British Golonies on the mainland. ‘of North America and it has 
never been clear as to what coins” were referred. to. 


The earliest reference to Black Seiten I find is in Massachusetts 
Bay Colony in 1693 where 3 black doggs were paid for a marr- 
iage certificate. 


In 1699. the Leeward Islands "Black Dogs or French Sou Marks” 
were legalized for 1gd. 


In 1715 wilver and bldek dogs were xeLeone for a pastor's 
salary ‘in Massachusetts. 


In 1721 the Colony ef Connecticut Oh ee to monetize black 
doggSe 


In 17h8 ferry charges in Connecticut were raised to 3 black 
dogs for a single horse. 


In 1756 in the Colony of Massachusetts Bay a receipt refers 
to "Four English PET ASAE RG Two black Dogs and Three halves." 


Chalmers refers to Black Dogs in the West Indies on pp. 65, 
67, 135. 77, 79, 80, 8h, 89, 90, 91 and 95. 


This places the origin and use of the expression back into the 
Seventeenth Century and early Eighteen ‘prior to the Louix XV 
billion issue dated 1738-1770 which was first in your list. 
The question is therefore whether the earlier French issues 

of billon were used in America and whether they were known 

as sou marques. 


You will also note that a half of a black dog was mentioned 
and might well be the half sou marque. 


De you. think there could be any connection between the billon 
er eeopper coins of James VI of Scotland and the expression 
black dog. These coins were called "plaeks"® and contained 
a dog (lion) and the billon no doubt turned black. 


Would you be kind enough to give me any data as to Black Doggs 
which you may have at hand. If this subject has been written 
up in Freneh or British publications I would appreciate the 
reference to them. 


BPN/atb Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P. NEWMAN 
00 Washington Avenue 
‘St. Louis 2, Missouri, U.S.A. 


: Te 





September 19, 1960 


Mr. Roy N.P.Hawkins 
55, Bingham %oad 
Addiscombe, Surrey 
England 


Dear Mr. Hawkins: 


It was, indeed, a very pleasant hour we spent together and I 
only wish I had had more time with you. I hope that our future 
relationship will be of mutual interest and helpfulness. 


I have your letter of August 25 and wish I would have had it 
before I left home. If you wish to send rubbings of your 
Connecticut and other American coppers I would appreciate it 
to see if you have any scarce variety. ; 


You will recall that we discussed your requesting Dr. Kent to 
have a couple of copies made of the die-interlocking of the 
evasion coppers and I would very much appreciate such a copy. 
This is particularly important because I was fortunate in 
going to the Ashmolean Museum, in Oxford, to find that Mr. 
fhompson there has the original notes of Atkins with respect 
‘to. evasions, including all of the new varieties discovered by 
Atkins after his publication.. These notes are further 
supplemented, after Mr. Atkins death, by other varieties which 
have been discovered. This is such an important bit of in- 
formation that I think it would be very exciting if you could 
publish it in Seaby's bulletin, possibly a complete revision 
of the list of evasions, which isn't long, and which would 
be most effective. There are even drawings of all of the 
coins in Atkins notes and also a few of Atkins’ comments, 
ene of which indicates, definitely, that they were made for 
England and treland. Mr. Thompson has no plans to. publish 
this additiorial data. . 


I am looking forward to whatever you find on Thomas W. Ingraham 
when you make your visit to Birmingham. it might also be 
interesting to try to find out who made the 1783 and 1785 

Nova Constellatio copper tokens for America as, apparently, 
Boulton was not in the coining business at that time although 
he did fulfill certain private orders. 


Please let me know how this exciting new project appeals to 
you. 


Cordially yours, 


BRIG P.NEWMAN 

OO Washington Avenue 
St.Louis 2, Missouri 
U.S.A. 


EPN/atb 
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September 26, 1960 


Mr. Fred Pridmore 

48 Priory Bridge Road 
Taunton, Somerset 
England 


Dexr Mr. Priduore: 


With further reference to the Black Dog matter, I have found 
two new English references, but cannot solve one of then. 


Swift in the third Drapier letter (172) mentions Black 
Dogs. 


In "Social Life in the Reign of Queen Anne" by John Ashton, 
London, 1897 edition, p. h17 (in an earlier edition Vol. II 
p.225) it quotes a passage defining Black Dogs as "shillings 
or other pieces of money made only of pewter, double Wash'd". 
It also defines George Plateroon and Compositum. It does 

not say where the quote comes from. The quotation before 

it is from “Memoires et Observations faites par un voyageur 
en Angleterre" written by Franeis Mex Misson (The Hague, 
1698) whieh was translated into English by J. Ozell and 
published in 1719. I have no copy of Hisson to check 

but would appreciate your help in this regard. The quo~ 
tation after it is from "A Brief Historical Relation of 

State Affairs from September 1678 to April 171)" by Narcissus 
Luttrell,published in six volumes in Oxford in 1857. I 
checked this source with no success, but found the August 

31, 1706 entry which follows the quote I want. 


The Misson is about London and has a series of subtitles. 

It will be interesting to see if the edition in French uses . 
"Chien noire® or "Blaek Dog". I am sure Tony Thompson 

would check this for us at Oxford if it is inconvenient 

to you. 


The more I look at the Seotch placks the more I think 
that the Black Dog sould be the Scoteh lion on these 
black billon pieces. Some Placks circulated for 1$d and 
these could have acquired the name black dog. What do you 
think? The Dutch Lion Dellar was called a Dog Dollar in 
very early times. — 


If this subject turns cout to be interesting enough perhaps 
we might submit it to a magazine in England and I could 
do the same here... 


Sincerely yours, 


ERIC P,NEWMAN 

LOO Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 
U.S.A. 

EPN 
atb 
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September 29, 1960 


Me. RoH.M.Dolley 

The British Museum 
Department of Coins and Medals 
London W.C. 1, Bngland F 


Dear Michaels: 
I was so sorry I missed you when oe was in England. I was 


able to see Mr. Peck, Mr. Hawkins, Mr. Thompson, in Oxford, 
ete. 





Of all the people to sit next to on the return from England 
was Thomas Cronin, butler to Princess Margaret and Armstrong- 
Jones, We talked nothing but Reyal gossip for the entire 
trip. I can certainly understand why this gentleman was 
eased out of Sngland. 


Mr. Fred Pridmore is helping me with some investigation on 
the origin and use of the words "black dog" and I was wonder- 
ing if you could locate a reference which I am unable to 
locate in America because we lack the books. in "The Social 
Life in the Reign of Queen Anne", by John Ashton, page 417, 
of the 1897 edition, the following quotation is inserted: 


"The art of making black dogs, which are shillings, © 
er other pieces of money made only of pewter double Wash'd 
what the professors of this hellish art call George Plateroon, 
is all copper within, with only a thin plate about it and 
what they call compositum is a mix'd metal which will both 
touch and cut but do not endure the fiery test." 


The source of this quotation is not given although the pre- 
ceeding quotation is fro« Fransis Max Misson “Remembmurances 
and Observations made in a Voyage in England" and the follow- 
ing quotation is from Narcissus Luttrell's diary entitled 

"A Brief Historical Relation of State Affairs" published in 
Oxford, in 1857. I have examined Luttrell and I do not 
believe this type of quotation is in it. It is more likely 
that the quotation is taken from Misson which is more or less 
an encyclopedia of activities in London. Misson was first 
published in the Hague, in 1698, in French, and was subsequently 
translated into English by J. Ozell and published in 1719. 
The quotation is, no doubt, under the heading of "crime", 

or something of that sort. 


I would like to find the source of this quotation as well as 
the exact text of it, in French. I presume that the Britiwgh 
Museum Library will have both the English edition as well 

as the edition in French. If you could find this for me I 
would be very grateful. if you cannot find it for me per- 
haps Mr.Roy N.P.Hawkins, 55, Bingham Road, Addiscombe,Surrey, 
England would be willing to do so. 


iam trying to determine whether the expression "black dog* 
came from Scotch billon money or from French billon money. 


My very kindest personal regards. 
Sincerely yours, 


EPN/atb 
ERIC P. NEWMAN 





BRITISH MUSEUM, 
LONDON, W.C.1. 


Department of Coins and Medals, 


Cu/D. 4th October, 1960. 





Mr, Eric P, Newman, 
400 Washington Avenue, 
St. Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

Pe es" Re 


Dear Eric, 


Thank you very much for your letter, This I am afraid is a 
rushed interim letter just acknowledging receipt of yours. 
I have managed to get hold of the French text of Misson and as 
far as I can tell the quotation does not occur there, I am now 
trying to locate the Ozell edition but am having some difficulty. 
I don't quite see how Mr, Hawkins can trace the book in our 
library if a member of the staff cannot and anyway I have not yet 
asked Mrs, Martin who is on leave, When she comes back she may 
well recognize straight off the source of this passage, The 
reference to the George plateroon interests me of course very much, 
You will remember an early paper of mine which suggested that 
Sheffield plating was known years before its official invention, 


¥ 


We were all so sorry that we missed you this summer but look 
forward to seeing you next year, Who knows, too, one day I might 
myself be in America, 


Yours sincerely, 
| ee 


Tek att - te pooln 6 bux tek cub + oO temln we T 


enh seek ttl wort web. 





October 26, 1960 


Mr. RoH»M.Dolley 

The British Museum 

Department of Coins and Medals 
London W.C. 1, England 


Dear Michael: 


I am very grateful to you for your letter of October kh, 
1960 and am looking forward to hearing from you or Mrs. 
Martin at any moment on this amazing quotation. 


I had hoped by now that you would have located the Ozell 
edition, in English, of Misson, or that Mrs. Martin 

can tell where this quotation of Ashton's comes from. 

I am certainly glad that the reference to George Plateroon 
substantiates something you knew as true. 


Incidentally, I am becoming more and more convinced that 
the name "black dog" referring to coins used in the 

British Colonies came from the Scotch billon coinage 

with the rampant lion on it. This is the dog. The word 
"black" might have come from "plack" which in turn came 
from the French "plaque". Since the word "bawbee" came 
from bas billon it shows how the French did influence 

the billon coinage of Scotland. The French billon coins 
waExkm even became the planchets for the Scotch billon coins. 
I wish I had support for my theory. Do you have any impression 
on the matter? 


It would be wonderful to have you come to America and I 
hope you surprise us. 


Please give my best to Mrs. Martin and to your wife. 


Most sincerely yours, 


BRIC P. NEWMAN 
400 Washington Avenue 
St. Louis 2, Missouri 
UseS.As 

EPN/atb NO, 


BRITISH MUSEUM, 
LONDON, W.C.1 


Department of Coins and Medals. 


CM/D. ! 8th November, 1960, 


Mr, Eric P, Newman, 
400 Washington Avenue, 
ot. Louis 2, 

Missouri, 

Wo ati Ae 


Dear Newman, 


We have now read right through the English, edition of 
Misson and I am afraid that the passage in Ashton does not 
occur there, . 


Today I am off to Ireland for ten days but when I get 
back Mrs. Martin and I will try a new approach, Sooner or 
later we will run it down, Only yesterday looking for one 
thing I found something else for which I had been looking 
in vain for months, 


With best wishes to you both, 


Yours sincerely, 


RH Wm Polley 
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January 19, 1962 


‘Dear Janie, 


J understand you have had a nice vacation in Spain, a nice vaca- 


tion in the United States, and you are back in your native England. 


I was listening to a lecture, yesterday, by Prof.Rowse, of Ail 
Souls College, and he was telling us all about Oxford and its 
standards in the English educational system. I was sitting next 
to a man, by the name of Greve, whose daughter is the first 
American girl to enter Oxford direetly from High School. 


* I am writing an article on the "black dog" which is a slang ex- 





pression for a coin and since you are surrounded by so many ine 
telligent people I think I will put somebody to work. 


In "The Social Life in the Reign of Queen Anne", by John 
Ashton, page 417, of the 1897 edition, the following quotation is 
inserted: 

"The art of making black dogs, which are shillings, or other 
pieces of money made only of pewter double Wash'd what the pro- 
fessors of this hellish art call George Plateroon, is all copper 
within, with only a thin plate about it and what they cail comp- 
ositum is a mix'd metal which will both touch and cut but do not 
endure the fiery test.* 


The source of this quotation is not given although the pre- 
ceeding quotation is from Francis Max Misson "Remembrances 
and Observations made in a Voyage to England" and the foliow- 
ing quotation is from Narcissus Luttreli's diary entitled 

"A Brief Historical Relation of State Affairs" published in 
Oxford, in 1857. 


I have examined both Luttrell and Misson and do not find the 
quotation in either. I would very much like to have one of your 
scholars of the Queen Anne period give me some ideas of what 
this quote might come from. This would be a great help to me if 
it is no trouble for you to inquire about it. 


Andy is still delighted at his probability of going to Harvard 
and just came through with some new aptitude tests which will 
not hurt him as he topped his class with a 782 in math and 
tied for second with a 719 in English. 


Little Mark really has copper colored hair, something brighter 
than yours. He is a completely happy baby, laughing at jokes 
before they are finished. 


Linda is going to Boston to commence a ski trip to Dartmouth 
and she will check up on your family there. 


I know that you will heave fun in Paris with your perents on 
their way to India and so please accept the best wishes from 
all of us who sit in the snow and ice and try to keep cars 
going. 


Love from 


Miss Jane Rabb 
St.Hilda's School 
#11 Pembroke Street 
Oxford, England 


February 6, 1962 


Miss Jane Rabb 
ll Penbroke Street 
Oxford, England 


Dear Janie: 


You were very sweet to give me such prompt and efficient 
cooperation with respect to my inquiry and I sincerely 
thank you. My time table indicates that you should be 

in Paris for a few days to urge your family off to India. 
I hope your mother is able to enjoy India in spite of the 
sanitary problems with which she will be confronted. She 
is going to tell some wild stories when she gets back. 


Today Evelyn is in Chicago buying merchandise for one of 
our department stores to sell for the benefit of our 
botanical garden. 


Now to get back to the tale of the Black Dog. I had already 
written Mr. Pridmore and I had already discussed the 
matter with Mr. Thompson when I visited Oxford. I have 
already read Swift Crosby-Frey's Dictionary and there is 
only one further hope. I advised you that I had read 
Misson, but actually I find that I did not have the volume 
available and someone at the British Museum checked it for 
me. Lt is possible they missed the quotation. Is it 
possible that you could look at a copy of Misson in your 
marvelous library at Oxford and see whether this comment 
is made under Economics of Crime or Metallurgy or some 
strange subject. Misson was originally published in 
French but the English edition is the one from which this 
excerpt has no doubt been taken. 


You are very sweet to have shown so much interest in my 
research and it will shock you to think that the term 
Black Dog was used both in America and England and nobody 
has the slightest idea as to what it really referred to. 

I will try to keep Linda out of enemy territory, but since 
Andy will be in friendly territory next fall, I hope, we 
will let Linda do her wandering for comparisons only. 


Love from all of us, 


Eric P, Newman 


EPN: jr 


January 24, 1962 


Dear Eric, 


It was lovely hearing from you and knowing 
that all goes well with the Newmans. That's 
most impressive about Mr. Andrew-congratulate 
him for me. = hope Linda enjoyed her trip 

to Dartmouth (enemy territory, isn't that?) 
and I want to hear all about your proposed 
trip this summer-you do have one on the fire, 
am J right? 


T bet that that Mr. Greve that you sat next to 
At. Prof. Rowse's lecture is the father of 
another daughter, Kitty, who was in my year 

at Radcliffe. Petit monde. 


Everyone suggested that I try the Ashmolean 
to help you with your problem, so off I went. 
This is what I came up with, thanks to Mr, 
Thompson, whose pamphlet is also enclosed- 
perhaps you will find it of some use. He 
suggested that you try The following to find 
the source of that quote: 


Swift, Jonathan, Drapier's Letters, vol. 3 
Crosby, Early Coins of America, 1875 


We looked up "Black Dogs" in Frey's Dictionary 
of Numismatic Names and lo and behold, along 
with the above suggested books, they cite 
Ashton's book and part of that quote. Could 
it be possible that the printer made an error 
and that this quote is part of Ashton's own 
text? The Dictionary makes it sound that 

way, though they, too, may have been at loss 
for the source. 


If all of this-is of no-help, Be... Thompson 
suggested that you contact the following 
gentlemen, who is supposed to be THe expert 
on black dogs: 


F, Pridmore, Esq. 
48, Priory Bridge Road © 
Taunton, Somerset 


Evidently,: if he:-can*tt 
this part of the-world 


So, I hope that all of 


to you; do let 
ignorant me.is 


source of that. 


My best to all 


me know 
getting 


help you, no one in 
canl 


this will prove helpful 
the end result. Even 
curious as to the 


quotation. 


Newmans, Edisons, black dogs, etc. 


love, 


en 


ROBERT CHAL! 
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+ Chal. Gawewan Sonver. 1 
if sii ig Tithe sey, ns ‘IL.—1704-1825, 


“Ta. the 7th century the regulation of colonial currency had 

egn tacitly left in the hands of the Colonies themselves,* and 

*. denominational currency had beenestablished. Confusion reigned, 
and complaints began to pour in on the home government. The 
early years of the 18th century were marked by a serious effort 
in England to grapple with the grave inconveniences and 
anomalies of colonial currency as a whole, and to introduce law 
and order perforce. Being inadequate in its scope, the effort 
failed. of its direct object ; but, as wili subsequently be seen, its 
indirect results were important. For it drove the West Indian 
Colonies to adopt a gold standard, of which they were only robbed 
by the mistaken Imperial legislation of 1825. On the other hand, 
tate caleltcant colonies of the mainland (with the exception of 
Virginia) took refuge in paper money, which they issued in pre- 
judicial profusion ; and from the Imperial legislation of 1704 may 
be dated the traditional preference for paper which characterises 
the currency of the United States. 

In tracing the history of this important first intervention of 
the Imperial Government in colonial currency, it is essential 
to note at the outset that on 13th f October, 1697, the General 
Assembly of Massachusetts Bay in New England legalised the 
customary rating of the piece of eight of 17 dwts, at 6s., equiva- 
lent to a.rating of 6s. 2d. for a coin of the full weight of 173 
dwts. Though this rating was less than the ratings legally in 
force in Jamaica and the Leeward Islands, yet, as the Board of 

os Trade and Plantations was sadly ignorant of the currency sys- 
ethe in force in the several Plantations under its charge, great 
stress was Jaid upon this Act (which received the Royal Assent 
on 24th November, 1698) in the measures which were taken in 
17034 by the Board, in order to harmonise the conflicting cur- - 

ee réncies of the several Plantations. — ; 

rs The irregularities of colonial currency were first made metter 

of complaint some two years after the passing of the above Act. 
Writing from -Philadelphia to the Commissioners of Customs 
Qn 6th March, 1699-1700, Governor Colonel Robert Quary 
siys:—“I am obliged also to inform y’ Hon™ that the King 
ia also very much abus’d in the paym' of this duty (sc. on 
tobaceo ). For formerly the p®* of § of 17 dwt. did pase in. 
this Province but for 6s., and then the Merch‘ allow’d the 
King 2511 p. cent. over and above the current mony of the 
Country to make it Sterling mony, but since that time about 
2 years agoe they have rais’d the p* of § of 17 dwt. to 
7s. 8d.¢ wc> makes it more than 55! p. cent. worse than 


. * See the Order in Council of 27 October 1686, refusing to re-establish the 

New England Mint, but authorising Governor Sir Edmund Andros “by 
Proclamation to Regulate Pieces of 8 & other furrein Coine within. the said 
Territory of New England, to auch current value as he ehall judge most 
requisite for his ma‘ Service, & the Trade of His Subjects there This 
Order is quoted! in extenso by Crosby (page 94) who also gives the text of the 
: documents bearing on the proposed re-establishment of the Colonial Mint... 
‘ + Felt says the 19th. ‘he date in the text is from the MS. minutes of the 
- Board of ‘Frade and Plantations for 3rd May 1703. - i 

_$ Equivalent to about 7s. 104d. for coins weighing 17} dwts. 
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Sterling and yett the collect™ have but 25! p. cent. allow’d 
now, so that you will find that the King must loose on all the 
mony receiv’d here 30!i p. cent. web is very considerable.” 

This warning did not reach the Board of Trade. Their atten- 
tion was first drawn to the disorder prevailing in colonial 
currenéy by the following Memorial from “ Proprietors and 
Inhabitants of the tnglish Plantations in America,” presented 
by Mr. John Fysack on 5th July, 1700 :—* The inhabitants of 
Bahamy Island Carolina and other neighbouring islands allsoe 
of Pennsilvania East and West Jersey New York and New 
England, the Soy! of which countries being not capable of 
raissing Tobacco and haveing noe other produce to make returns 
for the Comoditys of England except some Skins and ffurrs 
Whaleboan and whale-oyl which will soon grow less plentifull 
as the People increase, are forced to keep sheep sow hemp and 
fax and sett up the Linnen and woolen Manufactures to the 
prejudice of England and may be of very bad Consequence and 
besides the Merchants Trading thither paying att least thirty p 
Cent. for Bills of Exchaing and other returns. A remedy to soe 
great a calamity is humbly proposed as follows (viz.) :4-There is 
now in these Plantations a great quantity of Spanish* money 
Plate and Bullion and would be much more if returns were 
answerable; which money Plate and Buillion is of no use to the 
Inhabitants to make returns to England because of the uncertain 
value putt upon it there, and a peice of Eight in the Bahamy 
Islands being about five shillings the same in Carolina, in Mary- 
Jandt and Virginiat four shillings and sixpence, in Pensilvania 
Seven shillings, in New York and New England six shillings 
and sixpence,§ but frequently rising and falling in value by the 
Contrivance of some designing men in those Countryes who 
engross it when att the lowest and soe make Merchandize of it 
and export it into foreign parts where it is more value than in 
England. . ./ It is therefore thought worthy And is humbly 
tendered to the Kt Honble the Lords Comissioners of Trade 
and Plantations to con-ider whether it 1s not absolutely necessary 
for the Improveing ‘lrade to the advantage of those Countrys 
and this nation to sett up a Mint | in some of the Plantations for 


®° Tt was the Lyon. er “ Dogg,” dollars of Holland, which were the chief 
metallic currency of Maryland in 1701, An Act of December 1708, “ for 
settling the rates of fforeigne silver coynes within this Province,” speaks of 
the “ Dogg ” dollars as “ the only generall coyne among Us.” They were to 
pass at 4s 6d. 

+ This is corroborated by a MS. note in the margin of a Mint Record 
Bovk (1703), and by Governor Blakiston’s letter to the Board of Trade of 
2hth May 170). But Crosby, yuoting Bacon, summarises an Act of 1686 in 
Maryland rating the piece of eight, with the éeu and rix dollar, at 6s., and 
practically adopting the New England currency. 

¢{ Whereas Governor Blakiston expressly states that the Virginia ratin 
was 5s., and that this drew coin from Maryland, where the rating was 4s. 6a. 
And in 1708 Oldmixon says the piece of eight of 16 dwt. (except of Peru) 
passed for 5s., like French écus. 

§ In 1672 the rating was fis. in New England and New York (see supra). 

| This was always the Colonial panacea for the dearth of a circulatory 
medium. Nearly every important colony asked to be allowed to set up a Mint 
(see, e.g.,@ Mint Report to the Treasury of 19th January 1691, speaking of “the 
great and repeated applications’’ of Jamaica and New England tor local 
Mints). 


Ch. I. GeneraL SURVEY. 1 


the coyning all thesaid Spanish money, Plate and Bullion and 
baser Mettle into English Coyn of the same goodness and value 
from a Crownpeice to a ffarthing And that by Proclamation 
the. value of Spanish money Plate and Bullion be adjusted to 
about six shillings threepence p. ounce in the Plantations which 
is a medium value and that noe Spanish money Plate or 
Bullion be exported out of the Plantations till first coyned into 
English Coyn sterling—money to fitt it for returnes to England 
only, This makeing returnes more certain and disappoynting 
the designing pverters of Trade Encourageing Merch” and the 
oppressed Planters Encreaseing Navigation and Commerce 
bringing constant Supplys to the Mint in returns to the Planta- 
tions and from thence in returns to England and by such 
circulation continualy Landing more of the Spanish riches upon 
our Shoar.” 3 

Their rhetoric was in vain. No action was taken by the 
Board of Trade and Plantations on this Memorial, a proposal for 
a colonial Mint being viewed with disfavour after the New 
England experience. But when in 1702-3 the Assembly of 
Maryland, making no suggestion for a Mint, confined itself to 
representing to the Board that money was drained from Mary- 
land by the action taken in other plantations, and notably in 
Pennsylvania, by raising the rating of the piece of eight, the 
Board promptly took the matter up and wrote to Mr. Penn for 
his observations on the allezation against his colony. 

On 21st April 1703 he replied in a letter which, apart from 
the quaintnees of its expressions and the interest attaching to 
the writer, is worthy of transcription in full, as a thoughtful 
statement of the views held by a shrewd man of business‘ 
nearly two centuries ago on the subject of colonial currency ;— 


oi To the Right Honb!* the Lords Commies” 
. for Trade & Plantations. 


 Honble Friends, : 

“As to the advance upon Coin in America, and the Inequality 
of it, I am of opinion it is an unhappiness to the Colonies, and 
that they deceive themselves in it; but having made Laws to 
estimate their money, I am not Lawyer enough to say it can be 
altered but by a Law. As I have declared there, so Ido upon 
this Occasion, I wish all were ata par that an Ownce of Silver 
should be an Ownce of Silver in all the Dominions of the Crown. 
But this objection will be hard to answer (the rest are common to 
the rise and full of money every where, and soe I_ wave them), 
that for want of returns to England all our Money will be 
sent in a little time thither. ow, thé this may be what 
England would like, yet is what the Plantations, the Northern 
especially, will take very ill, unless Murrys Bank were ractic- 
yar paper Credit, in the lieu of it; nor will going to Market 
with money instead of goods serve England at long run, any 
‘more than the Plantations, who for want vf Coin to circulate 
Trade among themselves, must dwindle in Trade, and the more 
pecause.not trading with the Spanish Dominions as formerly, 
there will not be that supply and recruit of Mony as formerly. 
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Weight seems the fairest way, thd troublesome, unless the Queen 
will allow us a Mint. Our Single and Double Bitts or Royals are 
like our old clipt thin sixpences; they want } at least of the 
intrinsick vallue they goe at, a great abuse. In short, our money 
must be melted, markt or weighed. Your better understanding 
in these things will supply the want of mine. | shew my respect 
by this more than my skill, which will I hope finde your Charity 
if not your approbation. 


I am, with due regard, 
Your Respectful faithful) friend, 
Hm, Penn. 


On 21st April 1703, this letter was considered, and the agents 
of the Colonies examined, by the Board of Trade. Wishing to 
reduce the ratings “in all places to a fitting equality,” but 
feeling hampered by the Royal Assent to the New England 
Law of 1697 (which rated a piece of eight of 17 dwts. at 68.), 
the Board (ene member of which was Mr. Matt. Prior) caused a 
letter to be written on 4th May 1703 to “ Mr. Attorny 
General” asking “ whether Her Majesty by Her Royal Preroga- 
tive may alter by Proclamation the Rates of forrein Coin in that 
Province (as well as in others), notwithstanding the said Act.” 
The Attorney General (Edw, Northey) replied on 31st May that 
the Colonial Act, having been confirmed by the Crown, “had 
the force of an Act of Parliament made in England.” In reply 

to a further letter of Ist June, the Attorney General advised on 

2nd July 1703 that “her Majesty may by her Royal Proclama- 
tion make forreigne Coynes Currant Money at such Rates as 
She shall think fitt in any of her Plantations in America, as well — 
under Proprietors as under her Majestyes imediate Government, 
so far as doth not contradict any Jaw confirmed by the Crown.” 
After repeated consideration of the matter, the Board of Trade 
on 23rd Noveabar 1703 finally addressed a representation to the 
Queen in Council for establishing uniform rates of foreign coins 
throughout the Plantations. Atter consultation with the Royal — 
Mint,* a Royal Proclamation was signed by the Queen on 18th = 
June 1704, which was ordered in Council “ to be transmitted by 4 
the first conveyance to y® severall Governors of Her Ma 
Colonys and Plantations in America to y° end the same may he 
etrictly observed and put in execution in those parts.” _ This 
Proclamation {which will be found in extenso at page 414) fixed 
the maximum rating of a piece of eight at 6 s. (the Massachusetts 
rating of 1697), and directed that other current (stlver) coins 
should be proportionately rated according to intrinsic content, 
ie., at not more than one-third above their sterling value at 
5s. 2d. per oz. standard.f =) 


* The sterling ratings of the several foreign coins, as laid down tn the 
Proclamation, were determined, it is interesting to note, on assays by Sir 
Isaac Newton, then Master of the Royal Mint. a 

+ It is a curious coincidence that, in the 17th century, the currency of the 
French colony of Canada was similarly one-third above that of Frarice, as 
shown in the chapter relating to Canada; 1(0 Freach. livres were worth 
1334 Canadian livres. 
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«But, as:Deputy-Governor John Evans wrote to the Board of 
 .  Dradefrém Philadelphia on ‘13th February 1704 (old style), 
nigreat diffitulty was experienced in enforcing the Proclamation, 
_ owing to no slacknesse in the Government, butt to the hberty 
» that Trading men will alwayea take in their own bargains.” In 
JUMassachusetts, Governor Dudlcy could not get the Proclamation 
oenfargedsby the General Assembly ; New York complained that 
New England and other colonies would not adopt “ Proclamation 
-Money”; while Pennsylvania waited for an example from New 
- York ‘being of so much more note and more immediately 
shaving the happiness of being under her Ma"** Directions than 
othe Adjacent Coldies.” 
_, Coins continued to be received at the old, or even higher, 
rates notwithstanding the Royal Proclamation. Being consulted 
by the Board of Trade, the Attorney General on 19th October 
_1705 advised that an Act of Parliament would be required to 
make it definitely illegal to receive money at more than its declared 
value. Accordingly the Imperia! Act, 6 Anne,c. 57, was passed 
_ (see page 414) ensuing that after lst May 1709 any person either 
.paying or receiving the foreign silver coins in question above 
Proclamation rates “should suffer six months’ imprisonment 
‘without Bail or Main-prize,” forfeiting at the same time 102. in 
gual moieties to the Crown and the informer. “This Act,” 
observes the author of the “ Discourse ”’ of 1740, “ continues to be 
observed in none of our alors excepting in Barbados and 
_Bermudas,* Virginia Currency was formerly and continues still, 
better than what the Act directs.” It is interesting to trace the 
,ateps by which the colonies in the West Indies and on the main- 
.Jand, ‘drove a coach and six” through the Act of Parliament, 


9 pe The West Indian Colonies took advantage of the ‘fact that 
‘only silver coins were specified in the Statute, no mention being 
de of go/d coins, Accordingly the ‘islands: preceeded to ‘give 

B nerpedh dhe ratings (by weight) to the gold coins of Spain, 
inatead of continuing to treat them as mere multiples of the 
asilver dollar or piece of eight. And in this they were assisted 
‘By the growth of their trade and the greater circulation of gold 
coins, Portuguese ax well as Spanish. The result was that, by 

“stages which will be found most clearly shown in connection with 
Barbados, the Bermudas, and the Leeward Islands, the West 
‘Indian Colonies passed from a silver to a gold standard of value. 
aa) The case was different on the mainland; the North 
American Colonies sought refuge in paper issues Which speedily 
“drove out coin. It is outside the scope of these pages to discuss 
‘in detail this interesting subject ; but the Board of Trade 
papers presented to Parliament in 1740 afford evidence of the 
profusion in which this worthless paper was circulated.t With 
‘fegard to metallic money, the American Colonies contiaued in 


| “© Thia is an error, as the Bermudas passed an Act expressly to ‘ibaue the 
“TEs te som sii Cg urge eee 

rope 04, Bln0 the comprehensive article “ Banking in America,” in Macleod’s 
“€Dic vary dad Politreal amet ” (London, 1883), to which is appended a 
valuable bibliography. kt 
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the 18th, as in the 17th, century to give the preference to siver, 
and the inter-colonial current of bullion bere gold from the 
mainland to the islands and silver from the islands to the main- 
land in return. ee ee 

(i.) Alike in the islands and on the mainland, the circula- 
tion of the “base Pistareen” in the early years of the 18th 
century (see page 395) afforded a convenient subordinate 
medium for internalcirculation. Dollars (as Pieces of Right began 
to be called after 1728, see page 392) became mere merchan- 
‘dise, and bore a varying premium for purposes of export, according 
to their gold price. In short, within a very few years after the 
passing of the Act of 6th Anne, the metallic currency of the 
West Indian Colonies rested on a gold basis, with what was 
practically a token silver coinage circulating internally. 

As the rating of the nominal standard coin, the silver dollar, 
continued to advance (i) on the mainland because of the paper 
issues, and (ji) in the Weet Indies in the wake of ihe ratings o 
gold coins, complaints began to be received from merchgnts an 

' others as to the losses inflicted upon them by their debtogs in th 
Colonies. The “humble Petition and Representatiog of thd 
Merchants of London, Bristol, and Liverpool,” whith w 
referred to the Board of Trade by Order in Council of “22nd 
January 1735, is careful to point out that by the Imperial A 
“it is only Provided and Enacted at what Rates the Silver 
Coins shall be accounted, received, taken, or paid, within any. of 
the said Colonys and Plantations ; Whereas there are, in all the 
said Colonys and Plantations, foreign Coins of Gold of several 
Denominations accounted, etc. at Pai equally or moré ab ve 
the Rate or Value, in proportion as Gold bears to silyer passwig 
in this Kingdom, than Pieces of Eight or lesser Pieces.gt Si 
are accounted, etc. by the said Act, and this equally. atte a 
with the same or greater Inconveniencys and Uncertaintys, & 
public or private, as the passing of Silver Coins; ;and jg ong 
Cause, according to the Plenty or Scarcity of Gold or Silversin. 
any of the said Colonys and Plantations, at one time. more than 
another, of raising or falling the Gold or, Silver Coin, fe 
disordering of all Dealings in such Colonys and Plantatidns.” 

In consequence of the agitation on the part of British mere 
and colonial officials, Parliament, on 13th J une. 1739, prese 
addresses to the King, requesting information concerning. riebe 
currency, and enquiring “ What rates all gold and_ silver .coins 
were accounted, received, taken, or paid, and gold and silver 
were purchased at and sold for per ounce, in any of the British 
Colonies and Plantations in America in the years 1790, 1710, 
1720, 1730,” and at the date of the addresses. The Board b 
Trade wrote out to the Colonies, and presented to Parliaméat 

the replies received, on various dates beginning with 27th March 
1740. These replies showed that, apart from paper issues on 
the mainland, gold had suppianted silver as the colonial awe” 2 


© 'The petition goes on te point out the evils of the paper currencies ne 
in the Colonies on the msinland,—evils which were not sppreciated a4 
by the local debtor. se Bs nite 
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On 25th April 1740 the: House of Commons prayed that the 
Act of 6 Anne might be “ punctually and bond fide observed, 
put in exeontivn; according to the true intent and meaning 
he said Act.” In accordance with this Address, the Board of 


Trade on Atet Mex 1740, sent a. circular letter to the Colonies, 


requiring 1em, to. obey the Statute of 6 Anne, which dealt ex- 
elneiyely, with, silver. coing. As regards the gold coins~ which 

‘ormed the real diffieulty, it was proposed to issue a further 
Rraciations and to ge end the Mint was consulted. On 19th 

‘ gyember 1740 the} lint replied, giving assays and weights of the 
foreign gold coins current in the Colonies,* and deducing trom their 
aferling values ‘‘ current values” (i) per piece, and (11) per oz., 
‘‘one-third above their true value or Mint prices given for them. 
here.” On 9th April 1741 the Attorney General was ordered 
to prepare a draft proclamation on the lines of the Mint Report, 
which was approved by the Treasury; but, owing to doubts as to, 
the ratings of thé Moidore and Johannes,} no action was taken. 

It may be here mentioned ‘that on 21st June 1728 Mr. William 
Woodt communicated to the Board of Trade a proposal ‘to 
remedy the evils arising from “the issuing of paper money and 
the rating of the coin.” His proposal was to strike a colonial 
coinage. (to be ore « America s repeating the several British 
coins, both of guld and of silver, but “one-fourth part less in 
value,” i.e., following the lines of the proclamation and Act of 
Queen Anne. These cvins were to pass by tale and to be kept in 
the Colonies by various futile devices which Mr. Wood suggested. 
Nothing came of his interested proposal. Twenty years later, as 
Ruding records, proposals were made to ensure the integrity of 
thé’ Empire by a common currency. For, ‘‘on the 14th of July 
1748 3 Alexander Somme Bart., Fog a mémorial to the’ 

ight Honourable Heury Pelham, Eisq., &c., in which he pro- 
sosed, that, in order to preserve the dependency of the British 
fitations ih North America on Great Britain, the current 
¢ ics of “Great Britain should be made the current lawful 
1onieyof the said plantations, as the proper measure, of property 
in‘all Godhtries depending on the British Crown and nation; and 
that 29 ,000 l. sterling Should be coined at the Tower for that 
purpose ; which sum was to be made the foundation of a pro- 
vincial bank for all the British plantations in America, in order 
to abolish the paper money in New England and Carolina, and: 
to set aside the currency of clipped Spanish money in Jamaica 
arid’ elsewhere. Cuming was an enthusiast, and his proposal: 
was considered as visionary by the Administration.” In less than a 


‘ 





' ©The coins were the Louis d’or, Louis de Malt, old French guinea, 
Merlitou of 1725, French Pistole, Johannes of Portugal. Moidere, Spanish 
Pistoles and Double Doubloon, and the Barbary Ducat or Chequin, 

+ It was on this point that the matter was re erred back on 10th November 
1741 to the Treasury, where it would appvar to have been shelved. 

f This ia the Wood who obtained the patent to coin ‘‘ brass ” halfpence and 
farthings for Ireland, and was so bitterly attacked by Dean Swift in the 
Drapier: Letters. Between 1717 and 1733 he had (probably) issued, under 

atent, the well-known “ Rosa Americana” coins (% d.,1d,, azd.4d.), see 

uding, Vol. 2, page 72, and Atkins, page 260-3. These coins were as 
unpopular as the Trish tokens, and with equal lack of justice. 
72642, B 
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century, however, as will be seen subsequently, the idea was 
eave out by the Imperial Government. 

A few words are necessary respecting the measures taken by 
the Imperial Government with a view to purging the currency of 
the mainland Colonies from paper issues. As an instance of the 
profusion with which this worthless “money” was circulated, 
it may be mentioned that in 1740 the exchange in North Carolina 
was “ 1,000. paper for 1007, sterling.” 

In 1750, as remonstrances were in vain, the Act of 24 Geo. ll. 
was passed “to regulate and restrain paper bills of credit in Her 
Majesty's Colonies or Plantations of Rhode Island and Provi- 
dence Plantations, Connecticut, the Massachusetts Bay, and 
New Hampshire in America; and to prevent the same being 
legal tenders in payment of money.” This Act recites that the 
Act 6 Anne c. 57, “hath been entirely frustrated im Her 
Majesty's said Colonies by their creating and issuing from time to 
time great quantities of paper Bills of Credit; . . . which Bills 
of Credit have, for many years past, been depreciating in their 
value, by means whereof all debts of late years have heed aid 
and satisfied with a much less value than was contracted for.” 
Consequently, the Act provided that, after 29th September 
1751, no Colonial legislation was to pass, either renewing the 
old, or creating new, Bills of Credit (except for “the current 
service of the year,’ or “ vpon sudden and extraordimary emet- 
gencies of Government, in case of war or invasion”); existing 
paper was to be called in ; and, after the above date, no paper 
currency “shall be a legal tender in se epee of any private 
bargains, contracts, debts, dues, or demands whatsoever, within 
the said colonies or plantations, or any of them.” 

In 1764, parsuing the policy of 1750, the Imperial Parliament 
passed the oe 4 Geo. IIL. c, 34, declaring that, in al/ American 
Colonies, future Colonial enactments making paper issues a 
‘ legal tender, should be null and yoid, But in 1773, in view of 
“the want of gold and silver currency in several of Her Majesty’s 
Colonies in America,” and, ‘as well for the publick advant: 
as in justice to those persons who may have demands upon the 
publick Treasuries in the said Colonies for services performed,” 
Parliament passed the amending Act 13 Geo. III. ¢. 57 (see 
page 416), providing that after Ist September 1773 Colonial 
paper, voluntarily accepted by public creditors in satisfaction of 
their claims, might be made a legal tender to the Colonial 
treasurers in payment of taxes, &c.* : 

During the remainder of the 18th century, up to 1798, 
practically no action was taken by the Imperial Government as 
regards metallic colonial currency, except to strike copper coins 
for some of the Colonies which now form the United States of 


° It may be of interest here to quote the ratings, as given by Robert Morrit 
on 15th January 1782, of the Spanish dollar in the several United States at 


the date of their Independence : s. d. 
Georgia - - Fe : = = 3 i$ - Mae TEE: 
New York and Carolina - - : oe ot Be: 
Virgina and the four Eastern States . = - ee, 6 owe 
South Carolina (paper) - - - = - : - 32 6 


All other States : - - = - 7228 
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re d 2 * But meantime, as has been pointed out above, the 
et J aomgg the 18th century witnesse 


the establishment in 
ext iudies of « gold standard by weight at a varying 
wombee ct “pence currency” per grain. But a currency by tale 
necesmagily, contieved for all retail transactions; and in these the 
Real. a “ Bit,” x the fixed point, passing for 74d. currency in 
Jam@eea and yados,-aud for 9d. in the heekuned Islands, &c. 
The “ese alle; -f the Real of New Plate, and of the 2-Real 
piews “or Pisswre+n), not only established them as the sole silver 
a ge eerculatien, but also threatened the supremacy of 


t The * Sellar ” sank to be a mere denomination, or common 
asgwure iw #tich to express (i) gold and (ii) the Bit. The 
weeps teks \ adjust the relative values of these circulatory 
media, «<i at the same time to attract the silver dollar, were 
twetet in the firs: place, except in Barbados, there was a 
ga tendency te :nake the dollar a piece of more than ten 
®x,—most of the »»/ands (headed by the Leewards) rating it at 
ti bits. And, » :b< second place, a conventional weight of the 
ese eeli-.Jubannes wae fixed, whereby this popular coin 

for 6. When thie had been done, other circumstances 
oo wrought confusion in the monetary system of the 
Wee Indian Colonies, and led to the circulation of gold by tale 
i the majority of the islands. For, whereas all Spanish and 
, fa had been of the uniform fineness of 22 carats — 

ig the. firet of the 18th century, Spanish gold coins fell 
tate: disfaveur in the second half of the century, owing not 






w.to counterfeit doubloons, which had become current (e.g. in 
maaica in 1758), bat also to the lowering of the standard of 


5 paniah e te 212 carats fine in 1772, and again to 21 
maret irain-ctties the Portuguese standard of fineness 


gemained (as did that of Great Britain) at 22 carats. With 
warying fine uniformity of rating of gold coins was at an 
2 ratings of Spanish and Portuguese gold 
eoins were —, eae nf Ae nal in Les of its geogral hi- 
eal position, passed an Act in 1774 favouring Portuguese as 
= nea a and in the other islendi the bike reslt was 
ined by the simple process of clipping the “Joe.” In the 
werds of a memorandum of 1802 from Tortola: “The value of 
@ helf-Johannes eaed to be the same in all the islands, viz., 8 
Geis dollars iu Jamaica (sic) and in Barbados the weight 


- ©The Record books of tee Mint refer to a proposed coinage of 1754 for 
North Carolina (2d. id, ,4.), apparently not executed (sce Crosby, page 
143-4), of Virginie halfpence on 20th May 1773, and to the return between 
1783 and 1789 of -eweral hundredweights of haifpence from Maryland, 
Phiisdelphia, and New York. As will be seen from Crosby (page 173 and 

ug} wounterfelt copper coins fram Birmingham flooded the American 
Solowke the ore walaable metals daily giving place to base British half- 
Mastevtewwess « 1703 bad arranged to have a copper coinage from England, 
but the seherie apeears to have fallen through in the end. ‘lokens were » 
strack in the ¢ «/omes, ¢.g., the Gloucester Token in Virginia 1714, and the 
Granby or figs) \ekens in (oenecticut in 1737-9, 

Copper cates or sive strack ia 1704 for the Bermudas. 
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. A Table for Mony intended to pass by this Act. 


SILVER GOLD. 


of * of Mexico Pillar and Spanish Double Double Loones,* con- £. 5, d. 
TO ii comanenadt anak & taining 17dwts,. - - - - 513 - 
same news, containing 17 peny . 
tofassat- - -  - = Fu French Pistoli or Lewis d’Ore - - 1 8 - 
from 17 @ M dots. in- 
J . SAS es Ro ee ee Arabiane Chequinef and sll other 
62 of the same sors ander 2 small pieces of like weight - - - - 
aud Lyon{ dollars, snd all Hnglish Guinea - - - - - 113 - 
‘ . Pieces of Eight, without 
Goes 8 SS ee a eed A > 3 FR Pag 
enh Orewn = = = - ~ 4.6 | Mngtish Carvin 
ee ee ees foo. seo ee ee — 
le Boras or Prensa ond inivks -=- ; 


by Sir Isaac Newton in } is the sixth part in value of the silver piece 


‘The weight 
4402, &o., was 174dwts.. and the value 53°88d, |. ot money, now usually current in this island 
gurrectad to 54d 


7. The rating of the Act the mame of a Bit, or 9d., shall weigh, 
ig almost exactly 5d. per dwt.; hence, st 15 dwts., ter being baked, 16# oz. av.” On 12th De- 
the rating should have been 6s. 2d. aud at | oember 1825 the “ Dog Loaf” in St. Kitte was 
14 @wts. 5s.9¢. Thus a premium was puton | te Guly 3oz. av.) In Connecticut, in 1721, 
light coins. “An sent from the Lower House that the 

; A ry art eapelgers me Baer Te Seetin Oe ieee. at 2d. p: pee. 
1d. at 5s. 2d. per os. standard. was digsented to.” osby, “Early Coins of 

TheLion (or Dog) dollar of Holiand, or | America,” Boston, 1878, page 203.) Crosby 

the Ducatoon; worth about 48°74, at Se ae Peete Soe ones were dere 
on, standard 2 ae . 


tg “pated at 1bd., existed ia these islands | Bee Note * on page 65. 
in pes Po pnt In the oh Islands oTaken in nonthesion with the rating of the 
called “Noirs.” Ogdrington deliar of like weight and fineness at 7¢., the ratio 


5 is, | ado) was that of Spain, viz., 16 : 1. 
and “Sois: nea” (Ju }/° ¢The Barbary Ducat of 1740. See page 72. 
2” as rrent of specie remittance being from 


as Act of 17: “Wess es, and gold being over-valued 
‘ta of interest:—. | ralatively to silver in England at this time, 
Rove ‘these ratings _ of the Eng gold coins are 










_ AAs regards eilver coins, halves and quarters were “ to pass in 

pre ortion. te the whole piece, both'in weight and vallew eee 

‘all. others of lees weight, together with Ryalls and hal!- 
}, (to) go im payment as formerly”; 7.2., the Real was to 

to passby tale for Od. 

ion was made in the other Leeward Islands on the same 


as those laid down in Anti 


-4, When, therefore, Sir Gilbert Heathcote wrote to the Treasury 
in 1700-1 that“ A peece of 8 in ye Leeward Jslande is called 
6%., and 34 ps. of 8 make 1 /.,” it may be concladed that, though 
the rating of 30 years before was retained in name, in substance 
the.peece of 8” actually rated at 6 s., had shrunk from 174 to 
under 15 dwts. These light coins, ing by tale, and being 
over-valued with ard to those of full weight, may be taken 
as forming the metallic standard of value for internal circulation. 


-@ In 1608 there had been passed in Nevis “ An Act to ascertain the value 
of Foreign Coin to pass current in this Island.” No copy of this Act (which 
is stated te have been continued by an Act of the wing year) is to be 
found in the Reeord Office; but it -—— he concluded, on analogy with the 
action taken in 1672, and in view of the statement of the Council of St. 

rin 1716 (see infra) that its provisions were practically the same 
as those of the contemporary Act in Antigua. There is also indirect evidence 
of similar legislation in Montserrat ; for it would appear, from the St. Chris- 
topher statement of 1716, thet the 7s. rating of the Ecu and the weightier 
Pieces of Eight was in force in this island in common with Antigua and Nevis. 


, 


Black Doggs ))p (r¥ My FH C ke! 

I enjoyed Earle D. Sherwood’s 
article on the Connecticut Cent which 
appeared in your July, 1960 issue. 
In the preface of his remarks on the 
subject, the author discussed the 
coins known as Black Doggs and 
ultimately came to the conclusion 
that these coins are the copper New 
England Stivers. 

This conclusion does not agree 
with Albert R. Frey who, in his 
Dictionary of Numismatic Names 
(p.250) gives the following defini- 
tions of these coins: 

1. “A cant name in Queen Anne’s 
time for bad shilling or other base 
silver coin. Ashton, in ‘The Reign 
of Queen Anne’ (ii 225) mentions 
‘The Art of making Black Dogs, 
which are Shillings or other pieces 
of Money, made only of Pewter 
double Wash’d.’ ” 

2. “This name was given to the 
Cayenne Sous when introduced in 
the English Islands in the West 
Indies.” 

The Sous mentioned in the second 
definition can be disregarded. It is 
my understanding that they are of 
copper and not contemporaries of 
Queen Anne. 

In the first definition, the shilling 
is the only denomination specifically 
mentioned and can therefore be as- 
sumed it is the coin most sinned 
against. 

Since Queen Anne reigned from 
1702-1714, it appears it is her de- 
based shillings and those of her im- 
mediate predecessors, William III, 
William and Mary, and James II the 
Lower House of the Colony of Con- 
necticut had in mind when it passed 
an Act placing a value of two pence 


on Black Doggs (sic). This Act how- 
ever, was dissented to by the Upper 
House of the Colony on May 25th, 
1721 (Crosby, p.203). 

The true shilling is silver and is 
equal to twelve pence. If debased by 
being coined in other than silver and 
then given a silver wash, it is logical 
to assume that its true value would 
approximate the two pence suggest- 
ed by the solons of the Lower House 
of Connecticut. 

| —William F. Brown, 
Kansas City, Mo. 
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! The Countryman 


A Quarterly Non-Party Review 
and Miscellany of Rural Life and Work 
for the English-speaking World 


Founded by J. W. Robertson Scott and Edited 
by John Cripps at Burford in Oxfordshire 


O more than happy countryman if he but knew his good fortune—Virgil. Agriculture 

for a high-minded man is the best of all occupations—Xenophon. The profit of the 

earth is for all—Ecclesiastes. There is nothing better than farming, nothing more 

fruitful, nothing more delightful, nothing more worthy of a free man—Cicero. The 

best citizens spring from the cultivators—Cato. No more real service can be rendered 

than by improving agriculture—Washington. One generation passeth away, and 
another generation cometh, but the earth abideth—Ecclesiastes 
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Victorian Poacher 
by James Hawker 


Few men without any schooling have writtena book. Few poachers 
fired with fierce bitterness against the land-owning gentry have 
enjoyed the friendship of country squires. These two facts mark 
James Hawker as a man of rare character. He poached less for 
gain than from motives of revenge against the landowners and 


rising industrialists; he accused them of ‘robbing the poor’ of 


the land and game which ‘God made for all’. Although he moved 
about the Midlands to evade the police, he grew strong roots. 
‘I came back to dear old Oadby in 1890’, he wrote, after settling 
there a second time; and it was at Oadby, in Leicestershire, that 
he died in 1921. In his last lonely years he completed an account 
of his life and presented it to John Tudor Walters, son of Sir J. 
Tudor Walters, on whose estate he had often trespassed. The 
volume, filled in the poacher’s bold slanting hand, contains nearly 
30,000 words and we can publish only extracts. They were copied 
by Garth Christian, to whom we are indebted for the MS. 


WAS born in 1836 in Daventry, Northamptonshire of very 
poor parents. My Father was a Tailor by trade and my 
Mother assisted him in this work. Times were very Bad and 
they found it hard to live. At the age of six I remember my 
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Father working in a Garrett where I slept, until ten o’clock at 
night. At the age of eight I went to work in the Fields, scaring 
Birds for seven days a week at a wage of one shilling. This 
sum brought my Mother a four pound loaf. 

When twelve I went to work at a Bootshop. At the first shop 
where I worked sat two Old Men who had Fought in the Battle 
of Waterloo. They were making Army Boots. When they 
took their work to the shop, they was paid no Booking money 
like it is today. I often thought this was a great inducement 
for men to Drink —as the shoe-maker often does. Most 
manufacturers kept a provision shop and the Man who spent 
the most of his wage there was given the Most work. The same 
spirit lives on today in what is called the Truck Shop. 

The mid 1840s were wretched times. Sheep stealing, Highway 
Robbery and Burglary were common. It was not safe to go 
out after Dark. If aman stole a sheep, he had 14 years Trans- 
portation. If hunger made a man go into the woods to get a 
pheasant, he too would get fourteen years. Two men in Oadby 
Had the same sentence for trying to take pheasants in Tugly 
Wood. This is no dream. It happened in 1847. 

I was twelve when my Father Took a new Shop at a Rent of 
8 shilling Per Week, in the Hopes of Bettering our Condition. 
His aim was to Deal in New and Second Hand Clothes. In two 
years we had no money for Rent. But they was very Humane 
and let us take away most of our Furniture. 

At this time we went to live in a very poor part of the town. 
This year 1850 — when I was 14 — was the time when I began to 
poach. My Father Had Tried to Better our Position by lawful 
means and had failed. Now I was determined to try some other 
means. I was surrounded by every temptation. The Class 
who starved me certainly tempted me with all their Game and 
Fish. Having no Gun, no net, no dog, I was content for a time 
to Poach Fish with a Ball of string, hooks and small Bait. I 
caught Pike ranging from one to ten pounds each. 

* 

At this time much was done to encourage men to join the 
Militia. Lord Panmure Brought in a Bill promising that any 
Man who joined up before the 12th May, 1854 Should not be 
kept out more than 56 days in any one year. Thousands of 
men joined, each receiving ten shillings when they were in. 
During 1853 me and two companions went and joined, I being 
careful to explain that I was 18. So you se I told a Lie for I 
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was only 17. I didn’t join because of a longing to Serve the 
Queen. I wanted the ten shillings to buy a gun for poaching. 

No sooner did I receive my ten shillings when I bought the 
gun. Unfortunately, it was of Little use and I had to wait till 
I had got more money before buying a good one. It was a 
Flint and Steel weapon and had no Gun Cap. If the day was 
Bright and Damp the Powder in the Gun would be like Putty 
and fail to explode. Many a time I have Pulled the Trigger at 
a Pheasant and the bird as continued to sit there in all his Glory 
as the Gun wouldn’t go off! 

Before long the Militia was called up for training. When we 
were Disbanded I bought a percussion — that means a Gun Cap 
—and then I Done better. No man in the world was more 
happy at these times. I had a weapon I could Depend on. 

In 1854 the Militia was called up for Garrison Duty. I was 
sent with the Northamptonshire Regiment to Dublin. I was 
there during the Crimean War. I made the most of my stay 
there, being careful to avoid Drinking. I used to wonder many 
times why we took our Rifles and 20 Rounds of Ball Cartridges 
to Church. I Don’t wonder now. We could not trust the 
people. There is something rotten in the state when we can’t 
do that. A Kinder Hearted Race of People never Lived. I 
mounted guard several times at a Prison Called Mount Joy. 
It should have Been Called Misery. It was full of Political 
Prisoners. I was full Corporal and I had a Chance sometimes 
to slip a Bit of Tobacco into the hands of these hungry soldiers. 
Don’t ever forget these Poor Creatures while in Dublin. 

After I had been home for a few weeks doing a bit of poaching 
and a bit of work, Notice was sent all over the county that any 
56 Day man Can take his Discharge if he will Re-engage, and 
Have another 10/-. I was always Ready to get a Bob or two 
Easy, so I made up My mind to take my Discharge and Re-engage. 
The Regiment was now Disbanded and instead of the Sergeant 
first Discharging me as a 56 Day man, he took me on as a new 
recruit. Don’t laugh but I was in the Army Double when the 
Regiment was Called up in 1856. I received two summonses 
as a 56 Day man and a new recruit. I went to my Company as 
a 56 Day man and when the Roll was called — ‘James Hawker, 
Recruit, No Reply’ —I Could Not Help Laughing. But I 
kept Dark about It. 

We 56 Day men were soon sent home again and when I had 
been there for a few weeks, the Daventry Police Came to enquire 
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How it was I had been out and Done my Training and yet was 
a new recruit and a Deserter? This was no case of mistaken 
identity, they said, for all the facts were accurate — height five 
feet, eight inches; Dark hair; Dark eyes. Who could help but 
laugh at all this? At last they took me to the Depot. But 
they would not have me there for they knew I had been up and 
Done my Training. So the Police took me to the Northampton 
Prison saying, ‘We have done our Duty. We will now send to 
the Regiment and they can Do What they Like’. 

I lay in Northampton Prison for a month before the Escort 
came for me.. It was a Saturday afternoon when they burst into 
my cell and led me out into the streets to the station. One of 
the escort was carrying a Brown Parcel containing a Pork Pie 
from a Dear Old Mother to her Dear Boy at Plymouth. When 
we arrived at Bath there was a wait of two hours and the escort 
told me to look after their rifles while they went off into the 
town; if they were not back in an hour I could eat the Pie. I 
did not wait but started at once on the Pork Pie. In an hour 
and a half I had finished the pie and there was no sign of the 
Escort. So I went out into the town and looked for them. I 
found them arm in arm and dead Drunk. It was with difficulty 
that I persuaded the Station Master to let them continue on the 
journey as my Escourt. Then after riding all night they pulled 
themselves together and Put me in the charge of the Guard. 

After a short stay in the Guard Room Cell I was handed over 
to the Civil Powers. In fact, they did not know what to do 
with me or what Charge to Prefer. I was Brought before the 
Magistrate at Plymouth and strange to say, the Chairman was 
Colonel Hawker. This was the first time I met a man outside 
my family with our own name. My name, I think, Played a 
very Important Part in securing my release. 

The Magistrate began by asking, ‘What have you against 
this man? You charge him with desertion. He has been up 
and Done his Training, Has served nearly 12 months in Dublin, 
has a Good Character, never been in difficulties or in the 
Defaulters’ Book. What does this mean? Surely something is 
wrong. Now my man, if you can assist us and it should in- 
criminate you in any way I will take that into Consideration’. 
After these kind words I Let The Cat Out of The Bag. ‘Sir, 
I would have done this before,’ I told him, ‘But I did not want 
to get into Trouble the man who made a mistake over me. The 
Sergeant took me on without first Discharging me’. The 
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Chairman said, ‘This enlistment falls to the ground. Send the 
man home’. 
* 

Home once more I Had not been there long before I Had the 
first Lesson in Politics —though not my Last. Having no 
Schooling — my writing and spelling Proves this —I could 
understand and, as I grew older, I became almost a Republican. 
But we must wait till we can Convince the People before we 
Reach that Gaol. 

In 1857 an Election was Pending between Lord Althorpe the 
present Earl Spencer and the man of the name Fikey. There 
were only two parties — Tory and Liberal. The Present Man 
stood the best chance at this election. It was not Brains but 
Gold that Ruled in those days. Pubs was thrown open to the 
People and Plenty of Drink provided, though the working Man 
Had no Vote then. Polling was eight o’clock till four. When 
it was a Close Run I have seen Captain Watkins of Daventry 
Hold up a Ten Pound Note for a Tory vote. We knew every 
hour How Each Party Stood. They would Engage all the 
Roughs as Special Constables not to Keep the Peace but because 
they might break it. I was one several times. We was marched 
into the National School and Kept there till the Election was 
over. There was plenty of Eating and Drinking and five 
Shillings each. They knew if we was at Liberty what Part we 
Should Play. For it was our Natural Instinct to Look upon the 
Tory as our Greatest Enemy. 

* 

To encourage me to give up Roaming, my Landlady, Mrs 
Reeves, said: ‘If you will Stop and get down to your Work, 
Ill get you a new suit of Clothes. Pay me how you can’. As 
I Had not had a Good suit in my Life — only what the Military 
provided — I accepted her offer. In a few weeks I found myself 
in Oadby dressed to Death. The attraction which brought me 
there was Game. Often it was Game what Drove me from 
my Home. 

When I returned home I asked my Landlord if He would go 
and Live there. He was quite willing but he owed a little Back 
Rent. We paid that and in October 6th, 1858, we Landed safely 
in our New Home. 

I soon made many friends and the more I know of this ville 
the Better I Like it. The first morning I looked out of my 
Bedroom Window into the fields near White Horse pub. I saw 
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two hares in Gun Shot. I sent a note to my Mother: ‘Send my 
gun. Don’t forget the name’s Collis’. That was the name I 
was married in. For two years my wife knew me by no other. 
She would not have known now Had it been Left to me. 
Marriage Laws don’t make men. 

As soon as I got my Gun, I made Good use of it. In two 
years I shot 300 hares Besides what I assisted in Killing with 
others in nets. To show-you how I Troubled the Game-pre- 
serving Class, I was Fined £8 for Killing Hares. So I Flew 
away and the Debt still stands. I was fined £3 for Killing Hares 
another time, 5 shillings for killing without a Licence. When I 
appealed to Sir George Gray nearly fifty years ago, he sent a 
reply: ‘I see no Grounds to interfere with the Due Course of 
the Law’. 

So much for the Sacred Game. There is no Man in England 
who Run more Risks, Been in more Dangerous Scrapes than me. 
Yet the only time I have Been in Prison was Not for Poaching 
but for getting a Poor Old widow woman a Bundle of Sticks 
as she had no coal. A Man who still Lives told the Keepers I 
had a Gun. It was a Long Piece of Ash, and they knew this 
Oadby man had told a Lie. But they sent me to Leicester Gaol 
for seven Days. They just thought it was time I was there. 
Ever Since then I have Poached with more Bitterness against 
the upper Class. If I am able, I Will Poach Till I Die. 

* 

There is no small difference between the farmer of today and 
the farmer half a century ago. A man who still lives — he is in 
his 88th year — came to me once to say he Had a House full of 
Kids and no money. ‘Jim,’ he said, ‘if I don’t get something 
towards the rent for old Bowlings, I shall Have the sack. He 
told me last week, though, that if I Had only five shillings, I 
could satisfy Him’. 

‘T ain’t got a rap,’ I said, ‘but I’ll go and find a Hare. That’ll 
make four shillings. en I might be able to put a bob on to 
that an’ there you are’. 

I told him to stay at home while I went out shooting. He 
did so. But first he went out and Came Back with the news 
that Old Farryan — that’s the farmer — was at work Raking 
Stubble in the field where the Hares were. ‘Dare you go?’ 
he asked. 

‘Yes’, I replied. I went out into the Field, took the Gun 
from my Pocket and Killed a Hare. Then I walked up to 
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Farryan and told him how this man was situated. I found a 
soft place in his Heart. He said, ‘Get away. Don’t let my 
Son know or it won’t matter what I says’. Poor old soul. If 
there’s a Heaven I hope he’s there. This was the pleasantest 
half hour I spent in My Life. 

Mr Bunny the Farmer was no worse. I shot a Hare on his 
land as He came through a Gate Close to me. I had the Hare 
in my Hand. ‘I ain’t fair got you this time’, he said. ‘Now 
I shall Have you Down Leicester Gaol way.’ He spit and Hit 
his stick on the Ground. He was Red Hot. But I laughed at 
Him and that made Him worse. But Hasty short-tempered 
men are always the Best to Deal with. ‘Youshocking scoundrel’, 
he shouted. ‘This is a nice thing to laugh about.’ But I knew 
that if I Could only get him to Stay a few minutes I would 
humour him. You can win more by kindness than by Abuse. 

‘Now, Mr Bunny,’ I said, ‘I know you want to Do Me. Why? 
I’ve never known you Do anyone Before, not even a Boy. If 
you Do me now, everybody will Hate You. You’ve a Good 
Name in the place. Don’t lose it for a Petty Hare’. 

He walked about, Struck his stick on the ground, spit a time 
or two and then said, ‘Well, Darn you. Be off’. ‘Never let 
me see you here again’, he shouted as I made off. How many 
of such men are left today? None. 

* 

I strolled one Sunday evening into a Pub called the Admiral 
Nelson, on the Green. I found there what I did not like. 
There were Hard working men Spending their hard earned 
money in Exsesive Drinking. Good Fathers, Good Husbands, 
they were, but for this failing, and all for the want of some 
greater attraction. 

At that time Bicycling was all the Rage. I asked these men 
if they would assist me in Starting a Cycle Club so that we could 
Roam instead of sitting Here drinking. Without demanding 
any more Details, it was Done. We paid half a crown each, 
per week. When £8 was put together a Draw took Place and 
the Owner who picked the Right Number had the First Machine. 
The Manufacturer, Mr Godley of Northampton, provided 
machines for men to Learn on. That so Delighted them that 
in a few weeks many had purchased their own. In Twelve 
months we Paid to the Waterloo House 105 pounds for uniforms. 
That club grew to 185 members. I was made Captain against 
my will. For that Robbed me of a few hours Poaching. But 
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I accepted that Proud Position and when I left I was Presented 
with a Beautiful Time-Piece which reminds me of the Pleasant 
Days during five years of the Rovers Bicycle Club. Since I 
left they sent me word they had Dined in the Spa Gardens at 
Leamington with the Speaker of the House of Commons (Peel). 


(To be concluded) 
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The Little Mongoose 
by S. W. Sprague 


URING my twenty-eight years in Kenya I have owned and 
come in contact with many strange animals and birds. 
As a pet none has in any way compared with the small pygmy 
mongoose. It lives at low altitudes and along the coastal belt, 
where it is particularly abundant above the old city of Mombasa. 
Africans trapped it there until legislation was introduced recently 
to protect it. I have owned several of these mongooses, and 
each has seemed to be more charming than its predecessor. 
Our present one, Tikki, measures only twelve inches from the 
tip of her nose to the end of her tail. Her close brown flecked 
coat and tail, small ears and bright eyes give her an appearance 
of being ever alert, which of course she is, for she can move 
at lightning speed at a fraction of a second’s notice. 

Tikki was brought to us some two years ago, a rather pathetic 
little creature with a tail injured by the trap from which a friend 
of ours had rescued her. But she soon settled down, and a few 
drops of cod liver oil on the injury induced her to lick it clean. 
Before many days had passed she was gaily rushing about the 
house, exploring every nook and cranny; nor was she long 
content to remain indoors. She had to visit the garden to get 
to know all the dogs, cats, poultry and various odd creatures 
which go to make up our animal household. She even called 
at the rabbitry where, by standing on her hind legs, she could 
touch the noses of the occupants of the bottom lines of hutches. 
She has never once tried to hurt any of the others, though she 
will sometimes scamper after the Indian Runner ducks. They 
seem to amuse her when they stand up like wine bottles, run, 
and then stand and quack, as though discussing her. 

Like all mongooses Tikki keeps up an incessant twittering 
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‘BLACK DOGGS.” 


Editors of the Journal: 


In the Ghrtimen Reptler of Apri rth imc 4 becmee oF a 
Unitarian Club of Watertown, appears a reference by the Rev. W.HL Savage of ; 


town, to the payment of “3 black dogges’’ as a fee. - 


I wrote to Mr. Savage, requesting a copy of the record, which ct obi 
for me. It is from the records of a former Pastor of Warcaccun: as cay ollows 
Upon y* 9th of May 1693 I maryed in my house in Boston, Simon Tainter a 2a 


ae oe Tae A ten ee ona ee ee 
OE vs f June, 1693, by Mr. Webb Mr Wilki coun unk Wee ea ye 
QS Nm . een” » by Mr. : tr Wukins went with it tohim. I gave him 3 D 
ie I then wrote to Hon. Charles J. Ho ov 
Ks: “OQ indebted for the reference to “black roth > inthe “Seely Coach el 
“5” OS asking him for further information on that subject. His reply was that cha 
bi _. alluded to was all he had been able to discover, arid that the Act it referred to waa hn 
“x preserved in the Archives of Connecticut. The record supplied by Mr. Savag 
h \ therefore the only mention of the actual use of this coin I have been able to discovs 
\ 1 We glean from Humphrey that the billon or debased silver (popularl ca 
> ~~ “black money ”’) appeared as early as 1466, in the reign of James III of Scod 
= about which time it began also to appear in many other States of Europe. The bi 
es coins of James III were called b/ack farthings. Of the billon of his successors, Tam 
~< IV, V, and Mary, there were at least three denominations. James VI of ce 
(James I of England, 1587-1625), was the first to strike copper coins, which bore 
; rampant. James II of England in his last struggle for the throne, struck base sii 
Mt hea Ireland as late as 1689, sometimes called “gun money.” He also issued at the 
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nce and halfpence of lead mixed with tin, both of the nature of the “black 
so-called, In 1599 is found a leaden trade token bearing a nondescript 
which might have suggested to some the figure of a dog, but I recollect no 
tich bears that animal as a device. Some of these issues might not improbably 
their way to the American Colonies. Could the term “black dog” have 
i ed from the lion rampant of James VI of Scotland, placed on his coppers, or 
Re “the ran pant lion of Nassau, the device of William III (1688-1702), if that was ever 
~ placed on a coin or tradesman's token; or is the term a corruption of the name of 
some Continental piece, introduced into circulation here, near the close of the seven- 
entury when almost anything was acceptable as currency? 
es e allusion to these pieces in “ Early Coins,” mentioned above, is under date of 
lay 2gth, 1721, and is as follows: —“ An act sent from the Lower House that the coin 
ied black doggs pass at 24 p® was dissented to at this board.” This, however, is 
tough to prove that the coins then known as “ black doggs”’ were of sufficient impor- 
ice to retain their name and place for a period of at least twenty-eight years. 
ould any of readers happen to find any reference to this subject, they will 
favor by sending such information to the Journal, or to $. S$. CROSBY, 
ae EP nae es ¢ Park St., Boston. 
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_ THE COINS OF THE ANGLO-SAXON PERIOD. 


























‘desist from his ‘favorite pursuits, 














following the precedent of a similar honor conferred upon the Poet Burns, his weak- 
ness was painfully evident to others, though probably not admitted by himself. Two 
years ago he began an annotated work on the life and poems of this poet, of whom he — 
was a great admirer. For. this* purpose he visited the birthplace of Burns several. 
times, and collected numerous books on his life and writings, besides old volumes of 
his works. His labor in this direction was comprehensive, and at the time of his 
death was unfinished. His disease gradually. inercased, though he was unwilling: to 
until paralysis ensued, and he died Joly 31; laste. 
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leaving a widow and several children. 
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ROBERT COULTON DAVIS.” eo gee ns 





Rosert Courrox Davis, of Philadelphia, Penn., deceased August 25, 1888, last, — 
at the age of sixty-five. He was well and widely known for his labors in Numismatics, 
and especially by his work on the “Pattern and Experimental Issues of the United 
States Mint,” first printed in a series of articles in our contemporary, the Coin 
Collectors’ Journal.””. He was an active member of the Numismatic and Antiquarian 
Society of Philadelphia, and of the American Philosophical Society. An enthusiastic 
collector, he possessed a large and very fine cabinet. of coins, which is believed to be 
unusually rich in those “ Pattern Pieces,” etc., to which he had given so much atten- 
tion. His series of letters and autographs of the Signers of the Declaration of 
Independence was remarkably full and complete, ranking eleventh in value among al 
similar collections. His collection of portraits and engravings of Washington was 
also large and. curious, numbering several hundred, which pred py em awed 
many letters of the “Father of his country.” Mr. Davis was born in Philadelphia. an 
‘was educated at the Moravian Seminary at Nazareth: Soon after completing hi 
education he entered the store of Charles Ellis, in his native city, and same tio af 
"engaged in business for himself; he was believed to have been the longest establishe: 
druggist in Philadelphia, and was a gentleman highly respected by all who knew hin 
He leaves a widow and three sons, atten Nien ee Shc Sie aes 





























MBEACK: DOGGS.~ 





In response to my inquiry in the Journal of April last, upon the coins once 
known as “Black Doggs,” I have received a letter from Rev. W. L. Chaffin of North 
Easton, Mass., which is of interest, and brings the date of the use of this currency 
down to August, 1756. The portion of the letter relating to this subject is as follows : 

“T have in my posse@Sion the eriginva/ of the following, which you may also 
see in my //rstery of Easton, Mass., p. 153.‘ Received of the Rev? Mt George I*arrar 
of Easton, Two Double Loons, one Joanna, Thirteen Dollars, One pistorene, half a 
pistorene, Four English Shillinvs, Two black Dogs, and Three halves, which I promise 
to pay this day for the s* Farrar to Isaac Medberry in Scituate, in the Colony of 
Rhode Island. 

*'Tim® Williams, 

“« Raston, August ye 9 1756.’ 

“TI made several inquiries about Black Dogs, but yours is the first gleam of light 
I have had. ee AOE ax W. L. CHAFFIN,” 


From this it appears that “ black dogs”’ were used in Aalves as well as entire,— 
perhaps the only instance of activity in dogs after being separated into fractional 
parts. Here the fragments seem to have circulated as well as the integers. 

we . eA woes 5, 8 CROSBY, 
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‘August, 1756. The portion of the letter relating to this subject is as follows: 
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Then Comnv@noor tak Wersr Piss See Se de 


four bits (Fig. 10). Pistareens* are also found with a laree round hote 
l7mm., cut ont of them leaving but a mere ring (Pig. Tr) Viese weiss 
valued at two bits. 





THe Vireis Istanps, Torrora, fn 1801 an aet was passod ie Stidiy: 
half-dollars, quarter-dollars. shillings. pistareens, bits, halt nits tied” 
black dogs with the word ‘vrorrona. An examination however. of phe 
extant pieces shows only Spanish dollars cut i tialwes, quarters: ee 





eighths, pistareens and reals in halves and the word speiled im variots ae 


wavs (Figs. 12-15), They come with beth -crenated 2jid® pla up Bp, 
edges, the latter the more common.  ‘Phese pieces are about the gom- | 
monest of all of the counterstammped coins as they were current tm the 
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islands until 1889. The Cayenne sous are found with a large ‘eon them 
4 . » —_> . . ». . . 4 ; mes 
(Figs. 16, 17).t or with an H in a Jozenge or square: frame (Figs. TS. 
19). the initial of Hodge, grand proprietor of Tortola. These latter 


have but recently been assigned to these islands. * VaR ora 
a ta ee, 
* The pistareen had its origin in the Spanish Wars of Succession at the beginning of they 

1sth century, and represented two reals or a quarter of a peso of new plate. Though nominally 


intended for the Spanish Peninstla only, and passing there for one-"fiie of the old peso, on tle 





count, of the baseness of the metal: they rapidly traveled to the New World where they were BN, 


7 eer ee der a. peat , ,Yy _. = my 1 7 -,4 , 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF NUMISMATICS (1897) 
Vol, XXXI, p. 91 


BLACK DOGGS 


I have received another item from Rev. Wm. H,. 
Savage, of Watertown, who encloses a letter 
from Mr. Wm, C. Wait, of Medford,Mass., bearing 
upon the subject of "Black Doggs." He gives the 
following quotation from Brooks's History of 
Medford, First Parish Records: - "June 17, 1715, 
‘Voted that such persons as shall contribute 
on the Sabbath days any silver money or black dogs 
_ toward the Pastors salary, shall be allowed 
out of the ministers rate, what he thus contributes!" 


He adds, “Brooks refers to a deposition made at 
Boston, July 29, 1701 that ‘dog or lion dollars 
had been counterfeited,'" Also that "the Century 
Dictionary gives Black-dog as slang for a counter- 
feit or base coin," 


S. S. Crosby 


AMERICAN JOURNAL OF ‘NUMISMATICS (1902) 


Vol, XXXVII, p. 30 


"DOGS" 
Editors of the Journal: - 


Remembering the discussion about "black dogges" 
in your pages some time since, it maybe of interest 
to mention the fact that in the West India Islands 
the name of "dogs"has not yet entirely disappeared; 
The two-sol pieces in circulation early in the last 
century on the Island of St. Kitts (otherwise known 
as St. Christophers), were reckoned as two-and-one-half 
"dogs," and certain Necessity pieces issued in Tobago 
in the time of Louis XVI (1781-92), value two sols, 
had the same name. In St. Lucia between 1803 and 
181), there was a copper piece of "Two dogs” 
issued without date, which bears on one side a wreath 
enclosing the figure 2, and on the other a wreath 
and monogram. These pieces are more fully described © 
by Atkins (see pp. 318, Nos. kh and 473 319, No. 52). 


SIRIUS, 
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in your pages some time since, it maybe of interest 
to mention the fact that in the West India Islands 
the name of "dogs"has not yet entirely disappeared; 
The two-sol pieces in circulation early in the last 
century on the Island of St. Kitts (otherwise known 
as St. Christophers), were reckoned as two-and-one~-half 
"dogs," and certain Necessity pieces issued in Tobago 
in the time of Louis XVI (1781-92), value two sols, 
had the same name. In St. Lucia between 1803 and 
181), there was a copper piece of "Two dogs" 
issued without date, which bears on one side a wreath 
enclosing the figure 2, and on the other a wreath 
and monogram, These pieces are more fully described 
by Atkins (see pp. 318, Nos. hh and 473 319, No. 52). 


SIRIUS. 


MASSACHUSETTS SPY,April 29, 178) = Date line Woreester, April WY 


"A number of French Sous, or coppers are, by these money 
making artists, gilded over, and are passed for moidores, or 
pieces of gold of the value of 36 s. lawfuls a most daring 
fraud, but easily detected. 
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As to what is alledged, that these Haif-penece far exceed the 
like Coinage for Ireland in the Keigns of His Majesty's Fredecessors: 
There cannot well be a more exceptionable Way of Arguing, aithough 

the fact were true; which, however, is altogether mistakens not by 
any Fault in the Committee, but by the Fraud and Imposition of Wood, 
whe certainly produced the worst Patterns he could find; such as 
were coined in small Numbers by Permissions to private Men, as Butchers 
Halfepence, Black=Dogs, and the likes or, perhaps, the small 

St. Patrick's Coin which passeth now for a Farthing; or at best, 
some of the smallest Raps of the latest Kind, For I have now by 

me some Half-pence coined in the Year 1680, by virtue ef the Fatent 
granted to my Lord Dartmouth, which was renewed by Knox; and they 
are heavier by a ninth Part than those of Wood, and in much better 
Metal: And the great &t. Patrick's Half-penny is yet larger than 
either. 


Jonathan Swift <= The Third Drapier Letter dated 8/25472) entitled: 
Some Obfervations upon a Paper, Call'd, The 
Report of the Committee of the Most Honeurable 


the Privy-Council in England, Relating to Wood's 


Halfepence,. LDtdED) 


The American Negotiator, etc. by J. Wright, Third Edition, 
London, 1765, page LXXVI : 


All Spanish Monies, great or small, either of Gold or 
Silver, if full Spanish Standard Weight, are fit to remit to 
Europe, except a partioalay Sort which circulate in great 
Quantities in the British Sugar Islands, whichare called 
Pistareens, whose current Value is two Ryals. Those Pieces 
of Money, if full Weight, are not fit to remit to Europe, 
as they are course Silver at least 6 d. Sterling the Ounce 
under Standard Silver. The Blackness of their Colour is a 


sufficient Mark to distingnish them bye 
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This portion is not found in the first edition, 
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BILLON. A base metal usually obtained by mixing silver and copper. 

The designation is now generally applied to any coin osten- 
sibly called silver, but containing in reality more than fifty per cent 
of copper. If the proportion of copper is more than seventy-five per 
cent, the composition is called black billon, argentum nigrum, or 
moneta argentosa,. Lastly, if the coin is of copper, and is only 
thinly washed with silver, as in the case of some of the Scheidemunzen 
(qev) it is called Weisskupfer, i.e., white copper. See Potin. The 
Encyclopaedia Britannica in an early edition of 1797 states that gold 
under twelve carats fine is called billon of gold. 

Ruding (1.210) mentions the Turonenses nigri, that is, the 

black money of Tours, which was brought to England in the fourteenth 
century and prohibited. 


BLACK DOGS. A cant name in Queen Anne's time for bad shillings or 
other base silver coin. Ashton, in The Reign of Queen Anne (ii.225) 
mentions "The Art of making Black Dogs, which are Shillings or other 
pieces of Money, made only of Pewter double Wash'd." 

See also Swift,Drapter's Letters (iii); and Crosby (p.203). 


BLACK DOGS. The name was given to the Cayenne Sous when introduced 
in the English islands in the West Indies. 


BLACK FARTHING. A name given to the Scotch Farthing issued in the 
reign of James III (160-1488). There appear to be two varieties. 

One has on Obv. I. REX SCOTORVM, with Rev. VILLA EDINBVRG and a 
saltire cross in a circle. The other variety has the crowned initials 
i. R. on the obverse, and a crowned saltire cross on the reverse. 





DOG DOLLAR, or LION DOLLAR. The Leeuwendaalder of the United Provinces 
(qeve) 


DOG DOLLARS. In an act of the Assembly of West Jersey, dated October 
3-18, 1693, it is stated that "Dog Dollars not clipt," are worth six 
Shillings each, being of the same value as Mexican "pieces of eight" 
of twelve pennyweight. 

The Assembly of the Province of Maryland in 1708 passed a law 
fixing the rates of exchange, and this act mentions Dog Dollars as 
being the money which was most plentiful in the Province, and with 
which the inhabitants were best acquainted; upon them the value of four 
shillings and sixpence was placed. In the laws of Pennsylvania, these 
coins are frequently mentioned as the Lion or Dog Dollars, and are 
rated in 1723 at five Shillings. 


LEEUW, ise. Lion. A gold coin of Brabant, Flanders, and the United 
Provinces. It was struck by Anthony of Brabant pursuant to an ordinance 
of 1408. The Gouden Leeuw, as it is sometimes called, was also issued 
by Philip the Good (1430-167) in Flanders and later at Mechlin. 

The coin receives its name from the lion on the obverse, who is 
in an upright position, and is sometimes depicted holding a flag or 
banner in his claws. See Lion d'OR. 





HARD HEAD. A name given to a Scotch billon coin first issued in the third 
FOLDS ES of Mary (1555-1558). The term is a corruption of the French 
ardit. 

Some authorities refer to this piece under the name of a Lion, from 
the lion rampant, crowned, which it bears. 

These coins, originally of the value of one and one half Pence, 
were struck to afford relief to the poor, who suffered much loss on 
- account of the lack of small change. Under James VI the value was 
raised to two Pence, and indicated by two pellets. 
_ The Hard Head was discontinued in the reign of Charles I. 
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